
Introduced by Council Member Brown:
ORDINANCE 2013-612
AN ORDINANCE RENAMING THE BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER LOCATED AT 4511 Portsmouth Avenue, JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32208, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 10, TO The “Lewis-Cobb COMMUNITY CENTER”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Jean A. Lewis, contributed more than 35 years of volunteer work to the Sherwood Forest Community Association, and served professionally as the President for 5 years; and
WHEREAS, due to her sincere devotion to the children in Sherwood Forest, Jean A. Lewis created the “The Bright Ideal Project”, a tutorial program established to help students excel on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT); and 

WHEREAS, in 1978, at the age of 44, Jean A. Lewis demonstrated that it is never too late to obtain a higher education by enrolling as a first time student at Florida Junior College, and ultimately received the Associate of Arts Degree in 1981; and
WHEREAS, in 1983, Jean A. Lewis received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Edward Waters College where the younger students appointed Ms. Lewis as a positive and nurturing role model due to her wisdom and encouraging words of success; and 

WHEREAS, as an exceptional endeavor while in college, Jean A. Lewis became a member of the Nu Iota Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.; and
WHEREAS, Jean A. Lewis devoted 23 remarkable years serving as the Secretary for the Edward Waters Alumni Association, and due to her tireless commitment to the Alumni Association, in 2005, she was rewarded with the title of “The First Mrs. Alumni Homecoming Queen”; and

WHEREAS, Jean A. Lewis was an active and diligent member at Bethel Baptist Institutional Church; and 

WHEREAS, Jean A. Lewis also received the Housing Partnership Paint the Town Award and the Good Neighbor Citizen Award; and

WHEREAS, her proudest accomplishment involved recognition by the First Coast News for the award of “12 Who Cares Community Award”; and

WHEREAS, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., has been a champion, mentor and role model to numerous students in Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS, in the early 1960s, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., served with distinction, while stationed in Korea in the United States Army; and 

WHEREAS, after serving four honorable years in the United States Army, and receiving a Track & Field scholarship, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., moved to Jacksonville to attend Edward Waters College in 1967; and
WHEREAS, as an exemplary college athlete, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., competed as a sprinter on the Track Team, and as a wide receiver on the Edward Waters Football Team; and 

WHEREAS, in 1971, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., proudly earned the degree in Physical Education; and
WHEREAS, after college, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr. started a long and rewarding career in the Duval County School System where he would serve as a remarkable educator and coach to many students for more than 25 years; and

WHEREAS, he served, commendably, as the Dean of Students at Wolfson High School for 17 years; and

WHEREAS, having interacted with hundreds of students in the school system, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., developed as a role model in the neighborhood communities; and

WHEREAS, in particular, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr. also served in the capacity of Recreation Leader for the City of Jacksonville Beverly Hills Community Center working there for more than 25 years; and

WHEREAS, at the Community Center, he chartered the Sherwood Forest Community Patrol, served on the Board of Directors, started athletic programs, provided tutoring and computer classes always making the Community Center available to the area students; and

WHEREAS, his main goal with the Community Center was to provide a safe, learning environment for the students in the community; and

WHEREAS, even in the face of enduring weekly chemotherapy treatments, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., continued to make the Community Center and himself available to the students; and 

WHEREAS, Coach Billy Cobb, Sr., for 40 years, was an active member of the First Baptist Church of Oakland where he consistently paid his tithes, and also served as a Deacon under the leadership of the late Pastor Charles B. Dailey, and, now present, Pastor Torin Dailey; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Jean Lewis and Billy Cobb, Sr., are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and their families, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Community Center renamed.
The Beverly Hills Community Center located at 4511 Portsmouth Avenue Jacksonville, Florida 32208, in Council District 10, is hereby renamed the “Lewis-Cobb Community Center”.

Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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